
Homework Tips for Parents and Children 
 

You play a key role in your child’s success. We know responsibility and organization are 
important life skills that need to be practiced every day.  Here are some suggestions to help 
keep your child on track this year: 
 
Tip #1: Set up a study area which includes a homework survival kit.  

Encourage your child to put his or her school materials in the same spot every day.  This study area 
should be a place that supports your child’s learning and has many of the materials students use at 
school. (Example: absolute silence, pencils, pens, rulers, and paper organized neatly, no one 
interrupting the environment.) 

 
Tip #2: Schedule a time for homework. 

Establish a “homework-comes-first” policy. If this does not fit your schedule, make a time that works 
for you.  (Example: play time until 6:00, then dinner followed by homework time.) Having a 
consistent schedule helps children meet their goals and practice good time management. 

 

Tip #3: Encourage students to work independently. 
Homework teaches students responsibility.  Allow your students to use reference books and online 
resources, or to call a classmate when necessary.  Once all options have been tried, parents may step 
in and help.  Using resources other than a parent will help your child develop creative problem-
solving skills. 

 

Tip #4: Challenge your child to do the harder assignments first. 
Children may be more alert at this time, which will help them complete the assignment. 

 

Tip #5: Checklists help students stay organized. 
Having a checklist for students to look at every night will help them remember everything they need 
for school.  Encourage your children to have everything done in the evening before bedtime.  They can 
have backpacks ready to go which will also save time in the morning.  (Example items for list: daily 
folder, chapter book, homework and pencils) 

 

Tips #6: Mark tests, projects, and other due dates on the family calendar.   
This way the whole family knows what assignments are coming up.  Sit down together and work on a 
“long range” plan to help break down bigger assignments into smaller tasks.  Help your child think of 
the steps and details needed to ensure the project gets done.  This will encourage students to not wait 
for the last minute. 

 

Tip #7: Encourage your child to use the red Daily Folders with Agendas. 
We are reminding them every day at school, but it helps to have parent reinforcement too.  It is your 
child’s responsibility to show you his or her agenda every night.  As you look through it together, talk 
to him or her about the day.  The agendas are used to write down homework, daily activities, and 
possible reminders for parents.  This is a great communication tool to open up school conversations 
with your child. 

 

Tip #8: When you have time, practice some learning activities on the weekends. 
This does not have to be anything above and beyond what you already do as a family.  Some great 
learning activities could include asking your child to help with the weekly grocery shopping.  This is a 
great time to practice real-world math skills.  Or you can go on a walk in the neighborhood and talk 
about all of the things you can observe around you. What do you hear? Smell? See?  You child could 
interview you and then write about it to share with the class.  These do not have to be big projects, just 
ways to reinforce every day learning at home. 

 


